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mordant let fall in the Parliamentary lobbies the following
sarcasm: " The Germans take all the strategic, we all
the juridical positions, but we shall win the legal battle ! "
And he enlarged upon it with the bitter remark:
" They're carrying on the war like an electoral campaign,
and counting on the ballot." That is to say, on to-morrow,
always to-morrow.
M. Laval, who has a particularly reliable barometric
sense, announced that at the next secret session of the
Senate he would work out an interpellation* on the diplo-
matic policy of France, and accompanied the news with
this sally, which was passed from mouth to mouth:
" Secret sessions often end with the erection of triumphal
arches under which the members of the Government pass.
But at the Senate there won't be enough flowers to make so
much as a bouquet/'
M. Reynaud, who, following Homeric differences with
one of his colleagues, the Minister of Supply, had tried,
but in vain, to obtain from the Cabinet a sort of dictator-
ship as Finance Minister over the other Ministries, barely
concealed the fact that he was in the running to succeed
M. Daladier. It was reported that, with this ambition
in view, he had had a meeting of reconciliation with M.
Flandin. He denied it. M. Flandin did not contradict
the story. But they both said that by the following
November the financial position would be catastrophic, and
that, unless there was a profound alteration in the conduct
of the war in the interim, there would be nothing for it
but to make peace. M. Georges Bonnet expatiated to the
same effect, but based his argument on his interviews \v :th
Mr. Sumner Welles.
For M. Georges Bonnet the months of January and
February had been saddened by the regrettable behaviour
* The interpellation or challenging of a Government's or Minister's
policy, while not quite the same as the formal moving of a vote of
censure by the Opposition over here, constitutes a sufficiently
severe criticism or indictment. (Translator's note.)